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Pastoral Message 

Today’s readings from Holy Scripture teach us that Lent is the ideal time to clean out the Temple of 
our own hearts and to offer to God proper Divine worship by obeying the Ten Commandments. 
Today’s first reading teaches us that the Ten Commandments are the basis of our religious and 

spiritual life. Instead of restricting our freedom, the Commandments really help us to love and respect our 
God and our neighbours. They also teach us that our New Covenant with God demands that we should 
keep our parish Church holy and our Divine worship vibrant by our active participation in the liturgy with 
hearts cleansed by repentance, and holy by allowing the Holy Spirit to control our hearts and lives. 
Today’s Gospel gives us the dramatic account of Jesus' cleansing the Temple of its merchants and 
moneychangers, followed by a prediction of his death and Resurrection. The synoptic Gospels place the 
"cleansing of the Temple" immediately after Jesus' triumphant arrival in Jerusalem on the back of a colt 
on Palm Sunday, while John places it at the beginning of his Gospel. Jesus cleansed the Temple which 
King Herod began to renovate in 20 BC. The abuses which kindled the prophetic indignation of Jesus 
were the conversion of God’s Temple into a “noisy marketplace” by the animal merchants and into a 
“hideout of thieves” by the moneychangers with their grossly unjust business practices – sacrilege in God’s 
Holy Place. Jesus' reaction to this commercialized Faith was fierce.  Since no weapons were allowed inside 
the Temple, Jesus had to construct his own weapon, a whip of cords to drive out the merchants and 
moneychangers from the Court of the Gentiles.  

We need to avoid a calculating mentality in Divine worship:  Our relationship with God must be 
that of a child to his parent, one of mutual love, respect and a desire for the family’s good, with 
no thought of personal loss or gain.  We are not supposed to think of God as a vending machine 

into which we put our sacrifices and good deeds to get back His blessings. Let us remember that we are 
the temples of the Holy Spirit:  St. Paul reminds us that we are God’s temples, body and soul, because the 
Spirit of God dwells in us.  Hence, we have no right to desecrate God’s temple by impurity, injustice, pride, 
hatred, or jealousy. Let us be cleansed by asking God’s forgiveness through the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  Let us love our parish Church as our “Father’s house” and use it: Let us make our Church, 
our “Heavenly Father’s house” a holier place by our active participation in the liturgy, by offering our time 
and talents in the various ministries and by our financial support for its maintenance and development. 
         ~ In Christ with St. Joseph & Our Lady of Lourdes, Fr. G. Young
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Ways to Contribute to the Parish 
Our Lady of Lourdes has a food collection for families in need connected to our parish community. To 
assist us in this ministry, you may make monetary donations out to the parish (indicate with a note/in the 
Memo: ‘Food Collection’).  This helps us to be able to buy goods or items particular to each situation.  You will 
receive a charitable tax receipt of any monetary gifts given to the parish for this or other contributions.  

We also have an approved Building-Capital Fundraising Campaign for Our Lady of Lourdes 
Parish. These funds are being used for the renovations of the Church and its property over the past months 
and ongoing work in 2021. In addition to the regular offerings, you are invited to make donations to 
the Building Fund - this can be done by indicating so on your contributions. Our goal is $250,000 over 
3-5 years. Thank you so much for your generosity, your prayers, and support for our Parish. 

Lourdes’ Library Resources:  

To view the more recent Our Lady 
of Lourdes library items, visit: 
ourladyoflourdes.libib.com  
 
For a complete list with more details, email Annette 
Bentler at kabentler@sasktel.net.  
Free access to all parishioners. 

LOURDES’ PARISH TOWN-HALL MEETING  

Last Wednesday we had a parish town-hall meeting.  Thank you to all who attend and participate. 
If you would like to see the video recording you can e-mail, call or text for details.  
(gyoung@rcdos.ca | 639-471-3246) 

Children’s Catechesis:  
This Sunday’s Gospel, John 2:13-25, tells us of Jesus driving 
the moneychangers from the Temple.   It is difficult to explain 
to a young child that the charging of fees and interest in 
exchanging different currencies was contrary to Jewish law, 
this being the reason for Jesus’s righteous anger and driving 
them from the temple. It is more obvious to the child that the 
temple was a HOLY PLACE, like our church.  How to we act in 
a Holy Place?   How do we walk in a holy place? Where is the 
holiest place in our church?   (The tabernacle)   What do we do 
towards the tabernacle? (Genuflect)   Our church is a holy 
place for PRAYER and WORSHIP.   For older children, also 
reflect on the second part of the Gospel where Jesus foretells 
of his Resurrection.   For assistance with age appropriate 
r e f l e c t i o n s o n t h e G o s p e l , g o t o h t t p s : / /
www.thebetterpart.net/ and click on the age group for your 
child. 

Lourdes’ Blessed Hand-Made Beeswax Candles 

The suggested offering is $20 for the set of two beeswax candles; which families may use for 
prayers as a household during this year.  Any proceeds will go towards the restoration of the 
Sanctuary: which includes a Marian grotto and a new statue of Our Lady of Lourdes. Donations 
can be made to the parish in person or sending via Interac: ololsaskatoon@rcdos.ca. 

~Dear Our Lady of Lourdes Parishioners, Pope Francis has proclaimed the “Year of St Joseph” from Dec 
8, 2020 to Dec  8, 2021. It is the 150 Anniversary of the declaration of St Joseph as Patron of the Universal 
Church.  Bishop Mark has also re-consecrated the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon to St Joseph.  
March 19th, the Feast of St Joseph parishioners are invitated toconsecrate themselves to St 
Joseph. If you are interested in receiving information for this please send your email address to Rick and 
Donna Dupuis.     dupuis.family@sasktel.net        

P.S. There are some optional books on St Joseph that individuals may want to purchase: 
1. Consecration to St. Joseph by Fr Donald H. Calloway (33 day) or 
2. St Joseph the Protector by Fr Mark Goring. CC.  (9 day novena)  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

This Lent - feel free to come and pray as individuals/
families (Sheets are available upon arrival). Office 

hours are 9am-1pm weekly; or you can arrange 
another time to come.  

An online Stations will be posted every 7pm. (LINK)
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